THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
'It would comprehend most of that great geograph-
ical sphere in farther Europe, dislocated and disorgan-
ised by the war-treaties in the name of emancipation
- "Balkanised" as the vivid and true phrase went
amongst all intelligent pacifists. The second of the
main conditions of constructive peace in Europe as a
whole is that a large part of "Eastern Europe'* proper
shall be reconstructed under German leadership.
*The eastward sphere concerned lies between the Ger-
manic centre of the Continent and the Soviet boun-
daries. The most vital part of it stretches down the
Danube. Not for nothing in the politics of to-day as
in past history does the Danube, that longest river-
artery of Europe, draw its head-waters from the Reich
before it flows far onward through or by many nations
to the Black Sea. Through or by Germanic Austria,
mixed Czechoslovakia, dismembered Hungary, re-
doubtable though ill-united Yugoslavia, penalised
Bulgaria, and New Rumania. These far-stretching
territories, naturally connected, but now split up be-
yond all reason by racial antagonisms and the conse-
quent restrictive economics, are the seismic region or
"earthquake zone" of European affairs. Their present
conditions contain more acute causes of future war apt
to spread into general war than all the rest of the Con-
tinent put together.'
So he would unite them economically by a customs
union, though, unlike the old German Zollverein>
not on the basis of full free trade within the Federa-
tion, but something it would seem along the lines of
a Central European Ottawa. Thus:
'The precedent is furnished by the great network of
preferential treaties which, in the twenty years before
the War, were negotiated by Germany throughout all